
 

Connecting with Us  

1. After your confirmation email from us, be on the lookout for a follow up “Teams 

Meeting Invitation” email, which is our web-conferencing software. If you prefer, 

follow the directions to add the event to your calendar. Make sure to keep this email 

because it includes your log-in information for our digital classroom. 

2. At our scheduled program time, please click the link included in your “Teams 

Meeting Invitation” email labeled “join the meeting.”  

3. This will take you to the Teams site where you will provide your name and email 

address you gave us on your reservation form. You are now connected with us! 

4. Once you are in our classroom, click “Connect Audio and Video” and we will be able 

to begin class!  

Contact Information 

Dali Atchley, Education Outreach Coordinator 

Email: Museum.outreach@tn.gov 

Phone Number: 615-770-5868 

 

Christopher Grisham, K-12 Education Manager 

Email: Christopher.grisham@tn.gov 

Phone Number: 615-253-0134 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Museum.outreach@tn.gov
mailto:Christopher.grisham@tn.gov


FOR THE TEACHER 

Thank you for inviting the Tennessee State Museum’s Education Department to be a part of your 

classroom experience.  We are excited to work with your students and contribute a unique and 

valuable educational experience to your curriculum.  

To maximize the effectiveness of the Interview with a Historic Figure program, we have provided 

you with activities and materials that can be done in the classroom before, during, and after we 

connect with you.  These activities are designed to prepare the students for our class, keep them 

engaged and organized during the lesson, and provide them with reflection after we leave the 

classroom.  If you end up not having time to review these materials before our session, please 

be sure to at least review the introduction and the sample interview questions (at the end of 

the packet) so your students will know who they are going to interview. We hope that this will 

help to create an enjoyable and educational experience for your students! 

Pre-Visit: 

Materials:  

Several primary and secondary reading samples (these deal with the themes surrounding 

the historical figure that will be discussed during the program), writing prompts, KWL chart 

Goal: 

Students will read over the provided materials critically.  This will not only give the 

students more information on the time in which the historic figure lived, but it will also help 

encourage them to want to learn more about what life was like during their time.  Student’s 

understanding of the passages can be gauged by using the provided writing prompts or in a 

class discussion led by you.  They will then be able to fill out the first two boxes of the KWL 

chart.  They should be able to list several things they already know about the subject being 

discussed and generate thoughtful, targeted questions that they would like to ask during 

our class. (It will be beneficial to have the students generate their questions based on the 

themes found in the information packet. Students can even be grouped together based on 

the themes.) 

Connecting with Us: 

Materials: 

KWL chart, question cards (included in information packet), note taking section 

Goal: 

Students will use the questions generated on their KWL chart, during the interview, to keep 

their thoughts clear and to ask us thoughtful questions.  As our educator interacts with the 

students and answers questions, your class is welcome to take notes on the new 

information they learn.  If students have trouble coming up with questions, note cards have 



been provided with prepared questions relating to the themes in your packet.  These can be 

used by the teacher, or students, to spark conversation and to help them form any new 

questions. Please only use these cards if your students truly need a little nudge in the right 

direction.  

Post-Visit: 

Materials: 

KWL chart, Writing a News Article prewriting sheet 

Goal: 

Students will now be able to complete the KWL chart by using the notes they took during 

the interview.  They should also have a better understanding of the time period through the 

main themes discussed and be able to identify the many ways in which everyday life has 

changed over many years.  Students should be able to take this knowledge and write a news 

article (blog post, etc.) to share what they learned with others.  The prewriting sheet 

included will help the students focus their thought process prior to writing. 

 

  



Introduction 

During the summer of 1920, the 19th Amendment was put forth by Congress for ratification by the 

states. Three-fourths of the 48 states needed to approve it for it to be added to the Constitution, 

making 36 the number needed to give every woman in the country the right to vote. By the end of 

March 1920, 35 states had ratified the amendment leaving only one more to ensure its addition; 

Tennessee had the opportunity to be the 36th state. You want to form a more complete 

understanding of the 19th amendment debate in Tennessee, and how this state played such an 

important role. To do this, you need to talk to someone who knows more. Today, you have a unique 

opportunity to interview a museum educator about the fight for woman suffrage in Tennessee. 

They have much to tell you, so listen up!  

Read on to discover what life was like for these people to begin forming your questions for 

them. 

 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

 
THEME: Suffrage Organizations and Activities 

How do you get your ideas to be heard by those who make the laws around you? This 

was a question that the suffrage, and anti-suffrage, movement had to really consider 

before they began to strategize their actions.  

Writing letters to their local governing body was a technique used by both the pro-

suffrage and anti-suffrage movements in Tennessee. The letters below shed light on the 

interests and motivations of the people writing them; written by Tennesseans, you’ll 

see examples of both pro and anti-suffrage arguments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pro Suffrage 

 



 

Please see the next page for a transcription of the above letter. 

 



Transcription 

March 19, 1920 

Dear Governor Roberts, 

 The Suffrage Jubliee Convention will meet at Nashville May 4th & 5th and I hope 

that you will open the Convention for us.   May we have your acceptance of this? 

 The measures we wished included in the call for the extra session, and the 

measures I presented to the Democratic Executive Committee in speaking to them are:- 

1.- Mothers pensions with a minimum amount adequate and definite; the maximum 

amount left to the discretion of the administering court, and the benefits of all such 

laws extended to necessitous cases above the age specified in the law at the discretion 

of the administering body and that residence qualifications be required. 

2. Equal guardianship of both parents of the persons and property of children. 

3. A law removing restrictions against women holding office. 

4. The social hygiene laws such as are advocated by the U.S. Government. 

Our legislative chairman, Mrs. Charlton Rogers, and her committee will present these 

bills to you at your convenience, as we have endeavored to obtain the model laws upon 

which our Tenn. Bills may be constructed. 

 About the Primary Elections- I feel sure that you have thought as to whether 

any additional legislating is necessary. So we did not consult Gen. Thompson upon it. 

 Very gratefully acknowledging the splendid aid you have been and will 

continue to be in the wonderful work for child welfare which you outlined to us, and 

hoping the call may sound forth surely next week. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Abby Crawford Milton 

President Tenn. Woman Suffrage Assoc. 

*Note: On March 23, 1920, Governor Roberts did respond to her letter. He said “I am 

inclined to the opinion that we should not attempt too much, but should rather do a few 

things thoroughly.” You can view and read the complete letter by following the link below. 

https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll27/id/156/rec/67  

 

https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll27/id/156/rec/67


Anti-Suffrage 

On the other hand, there were many women who were against ratification. 

Organizations, like the one you see in this letter, also wrote to their state 

representatives to encourage them to deny women the vote. What arguments do 

they present here for why they feel this amendment should be rejected? 

 



PRIMARY SOURCE 

 
THEME:  Suffrage Organizations and Activities 

Protesting with the use of visual displays were also used to show the public how the 
participants, of both sides, felt about the ratification of the 19th Amendment.  Symbolism was 
used to show which side of the issue you favored; for example, those who were in support of 
suffrage used the color yellow in their presentations and red was used by the anti-suffrage 
members. 

Pro Suffrage 

This banner (left) belonged to the Tennessee Equal 
Suffrage Association and was used during the 
August, 1920 Tennessee General Assembly session. 
This was the same session where the legislature 
finally voted to ratify the 19th Amendment, making 
Tennessee the 36, and final, state needed to give all 
women living the United States the right to vote.  

 

 

 

Here is another example (right) of the banners 

carried in Nashville during the same protest in 

1920, in favor of women’s suffrage.  

Notice how both banners are almost 

completely yellow. If you were approaching a 

women’s march and were unsure if it were a 

pro or anti suffrage group, when seeing this 

color, it would be unmistakable.  



PRIMARY SOURCE 

THEME:  Suffrage Organizations and Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women campaigning in the streets of Chattanooga in 1912 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woman Suffrage parade in Nashville around 1915 

 



PRIMARY SOURCE 

THEME:  Suffrage Organizations and Activities 

 

 

 

Anti-Suffrage Headquarters 

at the Hermitage Hotel, 1920 

(Nashville, TN) 

 

Members of the Southern 

Women’s Rejection League, 

Josephine Pearson on the right, 

pose with a Confederate 

veteran. This photo was taken 

at the Anti-Suffrage 

Headquarters in Nashville. 



PRIMARY SOURCE 

THEME: Suffrage Organizations and Activities 

Anti-Suffrage 

This pin was worn by those in opposition to women’s 
suffrage. It was worn by members of the public, as well 
as members of the Tennessee general assembly. They 

were worn from roughly 1900-1919. 
 

 

 

 

 

Various anti-suffrage organizations also 

expressed their views by creating songs. 

“The Anti-Suffrage Rose,” sheet music 

you see here was published in 1915 by 

the Women’s Anti-Suffrage Association in 

Boston.  

 

Notice the extensive use of the color red 

in the artwork.  

https://blogs.loc.gov/music/2019/03/polari

zing-political-issues-the-anti-suffrage-rose/ 

https://blogs.loc.gov/music/2019/03/polarizing-political-issues-the-anti-suffrage-rose/
https://blogs.loc.gov/music/2019/03/polarizing-political-issues-the-anti-suffrage-rose/


SECONDARY SOURCE 

THEME:  Suffrage Organizations and Activities 

Pro Suffrage 

The woman suffrage movement in Tennessee was an organized effort by women and men 

to influence change at the state and national level.  They believed that giving them the right 

to vote would help to aid both political and social reforms spreading across the nation 

following the Civil War (how? What reforms?).  To do this, they created formal 

organizations with structured leadership to guide their activities, therefore, providing 

legitimacy to their cause and power to achieve their goals.  

 

 Published in Newark, New Jersey, Aug. 21, 1920 

In 1889, Memphis, Tennessee produced one of the first pro-suffrage organizations and was 

founded by Lide Meriwether, sister-in-law of Elizabeth Avery Meriwether (who was also 

among the first women to join in the fight for suffrage in Tennessee).  The second 

organization appeared in Maryville, in 1893, and a third in Nashville in 1894.  At the turn of 

the century, around 1906, a revived interest in the Tennessee suffrage movement led to 

more organizations spreading across the state.    

Most of the organizations were associated with the National American Woman Suffrage 

Association, but several allied with the Constitutional Union, later known as the National 



Woman’s Party. These groups clashed in their philosophies on the movement, with the 

NWP being more aggressive in their activities than the NAWSA.  Sue Shelton White was its 

[NWP] representative in the state and became the only Tennessee woman to be arrested 

for her activities.  White traveled to Washington, D.C., and participated in a protest in which 

an effigy of President Woodrow Wilson was burned.  Her association with this action led to 

her being taken to jail where she continued her protest by participating in a hunger strike 

with fellow suffragists also being held.  While there, it was reported that many of these 

women were forcibly fed by their jailers, but there is no evidence that White was one of 

them.  Eventually she was freed and returned to Tennessee were she continued to aid in 

the suffrage cause.  

Segregation within the Movement (could switch this photo with the AA Suffrage 

photo) 

It is also important to note these groups were segregated.   Very few African American 

women were allowed to be members of the above mentioned organizations, but all were 

left out of leadership roles and were not authorized to form their own suffrage societies.  

This fact did not discourage them from participating in the movement or stop them from 

voicing their concerns for their race, as well as gender. 

Mary Church Terrell (left), who was born in 

Memphis, was a member of the NAWSA.  On 

February 18, 1898, she was invited to speak at 

the NAWSA biennial conference in Washington 

D.C., an invite few African American women 

received.  In her speech “The Progress of Colored 

Women,” she encouraged the members to fight 

for black women, as well as white, in gaining the 

right to vote.   

Together, whether white or black, the suffragists 

perpetuated their message through planned 

activities specifically designed to advance their 

cause and grow the support for the movement.  

They did this by writing letters, as mentioned 

above, making phone calls to local and national 

legislatures and went on speaking tours across 

the state to raise awareness. They also organized 

parades and protest marches through the streets of cities like Nashville, Memphis, and 

Chattanooga.  They encouraged newspaper editors to aid them through articles and the 

general promotion of the movement.  These tactics were just several of the ways women 



fought for their right to vote, and their desire to gain a voice in their own future as well as 

future generations.  

Anti-Suffrage 

The anti-suffrage movement was focused on stopping 

women from getting the right to vote in the United 

States.  When “votes for women” was first mentioned 

following the Seneca Falls meeting in 1848, woman 

suffrage was not taken seriously by the public.  At the 

time, many considered the idea of women being 

capable of making their own decisions, without the 

direction of a man (fathers, husbands or sons), to be a 

shocking thought. As the 19th century progressed, the 

push for women’s voting rights did anything but go 

away. The anti-suffrage movement developed from 

this growth.  

Like the pro-suffrage movement, the anti-suffrage 

supporters were made up of men and women.  Though 

predominantly men, the group believed in the 

traditional role women were expected to play in society.  For them, a woman’s place was in 

the home and not participating in politics.  They also believed women were too sentimental 

and emotional by nature to be able to handle the “dirty” world of politics, as shown above 

in a political cartoon printed in The Nashville Tennessean in 1914.  With that said, they 

fought to maintain the status quo and keep women out 

of the polling booths. 

In the south, the issue of race was also a factor in the 

anti-suffrage campaign.  If women were granted 

suffrage it would include African American women as 

well as white women.  Many anti-suffrage supporters 

did not want this to happen. They wanted to maintain 

white control of government.  

In order to do this they organized into groups like the 

National Association Opposed to the Susan B. Anthony 

Amendment.  In Tennessee the leader of this group was 

Josephine Anderson Pearson (right), from Monteagle, 

and their anti-suffrage campaigning was very similar to 

that of the pro-suffrage movement. For example, they too wrote letters to prominent 



legislatures, their governor and the President to convince them that the female vote was 

the wrong path for the state and nation. They also hosted events and speaking 

engagements where they proclaimed women voting would ruin “southern womanhood” 

and destroy the family.  

The anti-suffrage campaign in Tennessee had the additional support of big business.  

Textile mill owners, liquor manufacturers, and railroad companies feared what women 

would do once they got the vote.  Textile mill owners relied on women and children as a 

large source of their working staff.  They feared laws that limited child labor hours or that 

required them to pay their workers more money, which could potentially cut into their 

profits.  Liquor manufacturers feared the female vote because women made up a large part 

of the temperance movement, which advocated the banning or prohibiting the sale of 

alcohol.  If they were now allowed to vote on laws restricting their sale, they too would lose 

great amounts of money. Railroad companies didn’t want women getting the vote because 

many women were concerned with issues of safety and comfort of passengers while 

traveling by train.  It was these fears of possible new legislation that drove companies like 

these to join the anti-suffrage movement. 

 

Published by Seattle Times, Aug. 14, 1920 



PRIMARY SOURCE 

THEME: Leaders of the Movement 

The Suffrage Movement was a success because of the participants involved.  Below are a few 

of the women who influenced the movement and are from the state of Tennessee. 

Anne Dallas Dudley was born to a prominent 

Nashville family in 1876.  When she joined the woman 

suffrage campaign in 1911, she was eventually elected 

the president of the Tennessee Equal Suffrage 

Association, a division of the National American 

Woman Suffrage Association, in 1915.  Two years later, 

she became vice-president of NAWSA. She worked 

across the state, helping to organize suffrage leagues, 

and gave speeches on voting rights for women 

throughout the nation.  Photos taken of she and her 

children were often used to promote the pro-suffrage 

message as well. They were intended to counter the 

idea that suffragists were radical people trying to 

destroy the foundation of the family and the country.  

Abby Crawford Milton was originally from Georgia, 

but joined the suffrage movement in Chattanooga 

after marrying newspaper publisher George Fort 

Milton, who also supported voting rights for women.  

She served as the last president of the Tennessee 

Equal Suffrage Association.  As part of her duties she 

traveled across the state giving speeches and helping 

to establish suffrage organizations in small, rural 

communities.  During the entire month of August, 

1920, she lived in Nashville, lobbying state 

legislators to support the 19th Amendment.  She was 

praised by Carrie Chapman Catt, president of the 

National American Woman Suffrage Association, for 

her work and dedication to the cause. Notice the 

yellow dress she is wearing in her portrait; what 

does this color mean? 

 



Sue Shelton White was from Henderson, Tennessee.  Her 

parents were very supportive of her education, even after 

she was orphaned at 14, she continued her studies.  She 

joined the woman suffrage movement in 1912 and by 1913 

she was serving as the recording secretary of the Tennessee 

Equal Suffrage Association.  However, in 1913, she joined 

the National Woman’s Party which was seen as a more 

aggressive and radical group for the cause. She was involved 

in many of the organization’s demonstrations in 

Washington, D.C., one of which led to her being arrested and 

serving five days in jail. She was the only woman from 

Tennessee to be arrested for her activities. She returned to 

Nashville in 1920, as a representative of the NWP, where 

she continued lobbying for voting rights for women.   

     

 M  Mary Church Terrell was born in Memphis on 

September 23, 1863.  She worked hard in school to 

show African Americans, particularly black women, 

were able to excel academically.  In 1896, she 

became the founding member of the National 

Association of Colored Women and was an active 

participant in voting rights for women of all races.  

She gave speeches throughout Europe and the 

United States advocating for women as well.  She 

was a strong supporter of education for all, as a 

means of elevating young black women.  She 

continued her work promoting the betterment of 

her race after the official ratification and addition of 

the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Her 

speeches continued to be about the harsh living 

conditions of African Americans, the 

discriminations they felt in everyday life and the 

progress they had made despite these challenges. 

   

 



PRIMARY SOURCE 

THEME:  Leaders of the Movement 

Although the 19th amendment was ultimately passed, the anti-suffrage movement’s 

participants worked hard to influence legislature’s decision to reject women’s right to vote. 

Below are several Tennesseans that were leaders in this opposition movement.   

 

Josephine Anderson Pearson was born in Gallatin, 

Tennessee but grew up in McMinnville.  Like most 

women in her social class, she was very well educated 

and obtained a degree from both Irving College and 

Cumberland College. She believed in the traditional role 

of women and promised her mother on her death bed 

that she would do everything she could to defeat the 19th 

Amendment.  She eventually became the president of the 

Tennessee division of the Tennessee State Association 

Opposed to Woman Suffrage.  She actively advocated for 

denying women the right to vote based on a common 

idea that politics was a “dirty” place and women should 

not lower themselves to participate in it.  She believed 

men had the responsibility to address the rights of the 

people. In fact, at the time, men were considered to be 

better informed to handle the concerns of the people-

men and women. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECONDARY SOURCE 

THEME: Leaders of the Movement   

 

Seth M. Walker served as the Tennessee Speaker of the 

House of Representatives from 1919-1921.  He was a 

member of the Democrat party, the majority of which 

did not support women gaining the right to vote.  

Early in the debate, Walker had promised to support 

the suffrage cause, but as the day approached for him 

to cast his vote he ultimately sided with anti-suffrage 

groups. He worked feverishly to convince other 

legislators, as well as Governor Roberts, not to ratify 

the amendment. Add a quick “why” here 

 

 

 

John J. Vertress was born in Sumner County on June 16, 

1850.  As a Nashville attorney he was very outspoken 

about prohibition and woman suffrage.  He believed 

women did not deserve the right to vote because they 

could not serve in the armed forces and defend the nation 

in times of war.  His wife, Virginia, even served as the first 

president of the Tennessee division of the National 

Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage.  Vertress even 

wrote a pamphlet called the “Address to the Men of 

Tennessee on Female Suffrage” in which he focused on the 

racial aspect on voting rights for women.  He actively 

advocated for the defeat of the 19th Amendment. Add a 

wrap up sentence here 

 

 

 



 

SECONDARY SOURCE 

THEME: Tennessee: The Perfect 36   

In early August of 1920, the Tennessee Senate voted on the ratification of the 19th 

Amendment.  Below is a photograph of this vote taking place at the capitol building, look 

closely at the people and what they are doing. Does this look like a solemn or exciting event in 

the chambers?  

 

 

  



 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

THEME:  Tennessee: The Perfect 36 

Harry Burn was a young politician from McMinn County, Tennessee. He became the deciding 

vote on ratifying the 19th Amendment for the state and nation. Below is a letter written by 

Febb Burn, Harry’s mother, to her son in 1920, just before the final vote was to take place. 

What is the advice his mother gives him? 

 

Transcript: 

“…have to stay at home the rest of the summer.  The Rockwood crowd is going to White 

Cliff Labor day.  Will you be home by then. Hurrah and vote for Suffrage and don’t keep 

them in doubt.  I noticed Chandlers speech, it was very bitter. I’ve been watching to see 

how you stand but have not seen anything yet. 

Write mother every time you have a chance for I am always looking for a letter when you 

are away.  Don’t forget to be a good boy and help Mrs. Thomas Catt with her “Rats.” Is she 

the one that put rat in ratification. Ha. No more from mama this time. With lots of love. 

            Mama”  

*After reading this letter, Burn changed his mind and voted in favor of ratifying the 19th Amendment. His 

vote finally gave all women, around the country, the right to vote. 

 



 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

THEME: Tennessee: The Perfect 36 

After Rep. Burn changed his vote, many people began to question his motives.  Below you will 

find his address to the General Assembly, answering for his decision.   

 

 

 



 

SECONDARY SOURCE  

THEME: Tennessee: The Perfect 36   

The fight for woman suffrage began in 1848 when it was first publicly acknowledged in the 

“Declaration of Sentiments” signed in Seneca Falls, New York.  It was very controversial at 

the time for women to demand their right to vote because women were considered less 

than men.  Throughout the 19th century, a call for the female vote continued and the 

movement grew as women were granted more legal rights and access to educational 

opportunities.    

In 1919, women were granted limited suffrage in the state of Tennessee.  This meant that 

they were able to vote in municipal and presidential elections only, but most women 

wanted universal suffrage with no limits. Around the same time in 1919, the United States 

Congress submitted the 19th Amendment for ratification by each state.  For an amendment 

to be added to the Constitution, three fourths of the states must vote in favor of it.  By the 

end of May 1920, thirty-five states had ratified but thirty-six was needed to meet the 

requirements; there were only 48 states at the time.  By then, most of the states’ legislative 

bodies had adjourned for the season, which included the state of Tennessee. As a result, the 

governor needed to call an “extraordinary” session for them to vote on the amendment.  

Under pressure from President Woodrow Wilson, and supporters of the amendment, 

Governor Albert Roberts finally agreed and called for a special session of the Tennessee 

State General Assembly to begin on August 9, 1920.  

It was not clear at the time how the members of the General Assembly would vote on the 

issue.  In the State of Tennessee, wearing roses identified which side you supported, red for 

the anti-suffragist and yellow for the pro-suffragist.  The Capitol building was decorated 

with banners and flowers for both sides.  The crowd of supporters filled the public galleries 

to capacity; everyone wanted to be there!  

On August 13, 1920 the Senate voted on the amendment passing it with a vote of 25 ayes, 4 

nays and 2 not voting. The amendment was then sent to the House of Representatives for a 

vote, and it was here that things became more of a challenge.   

On August 18, 1920 the House of Representative’s public galleries were packed with 

spectators.  People on both sides of the issue gathered together to witness this important 

event. The session began with a vote on whether or not to table the bill – that means that 

the bill wouldn’t even be considered for a vote until the General Assembly was back in 

session the following year. The vote on tabling was tied, so they held a second vote. It was 

tied once again!   



 

Seth Walker must have realized that if the vote was tied on the bill, it would surly fail if they 

decided to vote on the amendment. If it was defeated, he would be able to claim victory for 

anti-suffrage, so he called for a final vote on the amendment.  As the votes began to come in 

from each representative, it was finally Representative Harry Burn’s turn.  Suffragists had 

seen him wearing a red rose on his jacket and he had already voted to table the bill earlier 

in the day. They did not see much hope that Burn would vote in their favor.  

However, to everyone’s surprise, Burn said “Yes.” Whispers went through the crowd after 

Burn cast his vote.  No one was sure if he had really said yes, but he did. The roll continued, 

and the final count ended with victory.   

On August 24th, Governor Roberts signed the certificate stating Tennessee had ratified the 

amendment, making it the 36th and final state needed to make women’s voting rights legal 

across America. Two days later on August 26, 1920, US Secretary of State Bainbridge Cain 

issued the proclamation adding it to the Constitution.   

 

 

 

  



 

Writing a News Article: 

It is the summer of 1920.  The 19th Amendment has been put forth by Congress for ratification by 

the states.  Three-fourths of the 48 states must approve it for it to be added to the Constitution, 

making 36 the perfect number.  By the end of March 1920, 35 states have ratified the amendment 

leaving only one more to ensure its addition.  Tennessee has the opportunity to be the 36th state.  

You are a reporter that will be writing an article about what is happening in Tennessee during the 

debate.  In order to do this, you have a unique opportunity to interview a Tennessee Suffragist.  The 

goal is to explain to others what is happening and how Tennessee plays such an important role. 

To prepare for your story, you must organize your thoughts before you begin the interview.  Use the 

questions below to help you prepare. 

 

What type of writing will this be? 

 Fiction   Nonfiction 

What is the purpose of this writing? 

 To Persuade  To Inform  To Tell a Story To Compare/Contrast 

Who is your audience (who will be reading your piece)? 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you want your audience to know when they have finished reading your piece? 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

What will the focus of your story be? (examples: what they did to promote their views, activities, 

pro-suffrage, anti-suffrage, etc.) 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________



 

 

   

What we Know What we Want to know What we Learned 



 
 

 

  

• What caused the Civil War? 

Woman Suffrage 

•  What does suffrage mean? 

 

Woman Suffrage 

•  Who else had to fight for 

suffrage in American 

history? 

 

Woman Suffrage 

•  Are there any other 

amendments that deal with 

suffrage? 

Woman Suffrage 

•  Why couldn’t women vote? 

Woman Suffrage 

•   Who supported the 19th 

Amendment and why? 

Woman Suffrage 

•  Who opposed the 19th 

Amendment and why? 



 
 

Woman Suffrage 

•  Could women vote at all 

before the 19th Amendment 

was ratified? 

Woman Suffrage 

•  When did the Woman’s 

Suffrage Movement begin in 

the United State? 

Woman Suffrage 

•  Which countries, before the 

U.S., had universal woman’s 

suffrage? 

Woman Suffrage 

•  Who were the leaders of 

the Woman’s Suffrage 

Movement? 

Woman Suffrage 

•  Did all members of the 

Woman’s Suffrage Movement 

agree with each other? 

Woman Suffrage 

•  Did all supporters of the 

Woman’s Suffrage Movement 

agree with each other? Were 

there divisions? 



 

• How did different types of 

technology affect the way 

battles were fought? 

• Write your question here • Write your question here 

• Write your question here • Write your question here 

• What is __________ (ask 

about a piece of equipment or 

the uniform)? 

Woman Suffrage 

•  Did ratification of the 19th 

Amendment mean political 

equality for women? 

Woman Suffrage 

•  What is the ratification 

process and how does it 

work? 

Woman Suffrage 

•  What did the supporters do 

to encourage people to 

advance the movement? 

Woman Suffrage 

•  What kind of opposition did 

they encounter when 

promoting woman suffrage? 

                       Woman Suffrage 

•  What methods did both 

sides of the movement use to 

get their message to the 

public? 

Woman Suffrage 

•  How did you have time to 

fight for woman’s suffrage? 

Was it your full-time job? 



 

 

Use this space below to take notes during the interview with the Suffragist. You will want to write down the 

things that surprised you throughout the interview. 
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