
 

Connecting with Us 
1. After receiving your confirmation email from us, be on the lookout for a follow up 

“Webex Meeting Invitation” email from our Webex account, which is our web-
conferencing software. If you prefer, follow the directions to add the event to your 
calendar. Make sure to keep this email because it includes your log-in information for 
our digital classroom. 

2. We will also schedule a test connection about a week before our program in order to 
work out any bugs that may come up on either end. This will be scheduled at a date and 
time that is convenient for you.   

3. At our scheduled program time, please click the link included in your “Webex Meeting 
Invitation” email labeled “join the meeting.”  

4. This will take you to the Webex site where you will provide your name and email 
address you gave us on your reservation form. You are now connected with us! 

5. Once you are in our classroom, click “Connect Audio and Video” and we will be able to 
begin class!  

*If you need to use a different web-conferencing program, other than Webex, please contact us 
to make other arrangements.  

Contact Information 

Katie Yenna, Education Outreach Coordinator 
Email: Katie.yenna@tn.gov 
Phone Number: 615-770-5857 
Christopher Grisham, K-12 Education Manager 
Email: Christopher.grisham@tn.gov 
Phone Number: 615-253-0134 
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FOR THE TEACHER 

Thank you for inviting the Tennessee State Museum’s Education Department to be a part of your 
classroom experience.  We are excited to work with your students and contribute a unique and valuable 
educational experience to your curriculum.  

In order to maximize the effectiveness of the Interview with a Historic Figure program, we have 
provided you with activities and materials that can be done in the classroom before, during, and after 
we connect with you.  These activities are designed to prepare the students for our class, keep them 
engaged and organized during the lesson, and provide them with reflection after we leave the 
classroom.  If you end up not having time to review these materials before our session, please be sure 
to at least review the first page of the activity packet so your students will know who they are going 
to interview. We hope that this will help to create an enjoyable and educational experience for your 
students! 

Pre-Visit: 

Materials:  

Several primary and secondary reading samples (these deal with the themes surrounding the 
historical figure that will be discussed during the program), writing prompts, KWL chart 

Goal: 

Students will read over the provided materials critically.  This will not only give the students 
more information on the time in which the historic figure lived, but it will also help encourage 
them to want to learn more about what life was like during their time.  Student’s understanding 
of the passages can be gauged by using the provided writing prompts or in a class discussion led 
by you.  They will then be able to fill out the first two boxes of the KWL chart.  They should be 
able to list several things they already know about the subject being discussed and generate 
thoughtful, targeted questions that they would like to ask during our class. (It will be beneficial 
to have the students generate their questions based on the themes found in the information 
packet. Students can even be grouped together based on the themes.) 

Connecting with Us: 

Materials: 

KWL chart, question cards (included in information packet), note taking section 

Goal: 

Students will use the questions generated on their KWL chart, during our session, to keep their 
thoughts clear and to ask us thoughtful questions.  As our educator interacts with the students 
and answers questions, your class is welcome to take notes on the new information they learn.  



If students have trouble coming up with questions, note cards have been provided with 
prepared questions relating to the themes in your packet.  These can be used by the teacher, or 
students, to spark conversation and to help them form any new questions. Please only use these 
cards if your students truly need a little nudge in the right direction.  

Post-Visit: 

Materials: 

KWL chart 

Goal: 

Students will now be able to complete the KWL chart by using the notes they took during the 
interview.  They should also have a better understanding of the time period through the main 
themes discussed and be able to identify the many ways in which everyday life has changed over 
many years.  Students should be able to take this knowledge and write a short reaction paper 
(or blog post, etc.) in order to share what they learned with others.   

 

  



Introduction: 

It is 1917, America has entered the “Great War” (later known as WWI), which began nearly three years 
earlier.  The two sides, the Allies and the Central Powers, are locked in a massive conflict which has cost 
millions of lives.  You want to learn a more complete understanding of the war, but in order to do this 
you need to talk to someone who knows more. Today, you have a unique opportunity to interview a 
museum educator about life as an American Doughboy (Soldier) serving in Europe. He has much to tell 
you about their experiences so listen up! 

Read on to discover what life was like for these people in order to begin forming your questions for 
them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          
       



PRIMARY SOURCE 

 

THEME: America Enters the War 
 

These paragraphs are taken from President Woodrow Wilson’s speech to Congress on April 2nd, 
1917 (Library of Congress). 

 

“I have called the Congress into extraordinary session because there are serious, 
very serious, choices of policy to be made, and made immediately, which it was 
neither right nor constitutionally permissible that I should assume the 
responsibility of making…  

…The present German submarine warfare against commerce is a warfare against 
all mankind. It is a war against all nations, American ships have been sunk, 
American lives taken … the wrongs against which we now array ourselves are no 
common wrongs; they cut to the very roots of human life. With a profound sense 
of the solemn and even tragical character of the step I am taking and of the grave 
responsibilities which it involves, but in unhesitating obedience to what I deem my 
constitutional duty, I advise that the congress declare the recent course of the 
Imperial German Government to be in fact nothing less than war against the 
government and people of the United States …  

…We are glad, now that we see the facts with no veil of false pretense about them, 
to fight thus for the ultimate peace of the world and for the liberation of its 
peoples, the German peoples included: for the rights of nations great and small 
and the privilege of men everywhere to choose their way of life and of obedience. 
The world must be made safe for democracy.” 

 

 

 

 

 



SECONDARY SOURCE 

 

THEME:  America Enters the War 
 

 When America entered World War I on April 6th, 1917, thousands of Tennesseans from 
numerous different backgrounds soon found themselves overseas. Approximately 19,000 
Tennesseans volunteered during the war and over 61,000 were drafted as a result of the 1917 
Selective Service Act. This act required men between the ages of 21 and 30 (later 18 and 45) to 
register for the draft. One well known group of Tennessee soldiers served in the 30th Infantry 
Division. This division consisted mostly of Tennesseans and Carolinians and was nicknamed the 
“Ole Hickory Division” in honor of former President Andrew Jackson. Arguably the most 
famous Tennessean to be drafted was Alvin C. York from Pall Mall, Tennessee. York received 
the Medal of Honor and numerous other medals for his service in France. 

 Despite President Wilson’s call to “make the world safe for democracy,” there were 
many restrictions on who could join the military in the United States and how they could serve. 
For example, during World War I over 17,000 African Americans from Tennessee served in the 
Army, Navy, and Coast Guard. However, throughout the conflict, the American military 
remained segregated. Furthermore, many Americans insisted that African American troops be 
stationed in “noncombatant work.” Despite this, racism, over 350,000 African Americans served 
during the conflict. 

 Women also faced restrictions. Despite being barred from active combat during the First 
World War, approximately 30,000 women volunteered to serve in the American military. This 
included serving in organizations such as the Nurses Corps and Signal Corps. In fact, World War 
I was the first time military nurses served overseas and the first time the Navy and Marines 
allowed women to enlist. Hundreds of women in the Signal Corps served as switchboard 
operators in Europe, assisting in critical communications on the Western Front. 

 Finally, while thousands of Tennesseans served overseas from 1917-1918, even more 
remained at home and were affected by the War in different ways. Many Tennesseans supported 
the war effort by buying war bonds, making donations, and keeping the economy running by 
filling jobs that were left by soldiers. For example, the EI DuPont de Nemours Company had a 
plant in Nashville which created 20,000 jobs and produced gunpowder for the War. Ultimately, 
Tennesseans all across the state volunteered and served in numerous ways during World War 
One.



PRIMARY SOURCE 

 

THEME:  America Enters the War 
This artifact is a poster by the Illinois artist Charles Gustrine from 1918. Do you recognize 
any of the people depicted in the poster? How does this poster illustrate how some viewed 
America’s participation in the War? 
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PRIMARY SOURCE 

 

THEME: A Soldier’s Life 
Below are two pieces of an American Soldier’s (Doughboy’s) uniform during World War I. 
What do you think they are, and why would a soldier need them on the Western Front? Once you 
have guessed, take a look at the answers on the next page. 
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For many American soldiers (Doughboys) on the Western Front, the War was not fought 
over open fields. Instead, by 1917, both sides became entrenched, repeatedly fighting over the 
same terrain. This led to what is known as Trench Warfare. This means that both sides were 
stationed in massive networks of trenches during the conflict. 

 These trenches were not simple pits dug into the ground but vast defensive structures. 
They stretched for hundreds of miles and could be made of sturdier material like concrete. This 
network stretched roughly 400 miles from Belgium to Switzerland. These trenches offered 
soldiers protection from enemy fire and the deadly area between trenches known as “No Man’s 
Land.” 

Trenches were not only dangerous places to be because of the opposing army, but they were 
often filled with mud, standing water, rats, and disease. In fact, flooding was such an issue, 
soldiers used pumps to remove the water from trenches and wore puttees around their legs. 
Puttees were usually pieces of cloth that a soldier would wrap around his ankles and legs in 
order to offer support and keep out water. If a soldier’s feet were wet or stood in water for too 
long, he could develop a condition known as trench foot. This would lead to painful blisters and 
sores on the victim’s feet which could become infected.  

Soldiers also wore special boots to make sure they were able to navigate the trenches. 
American soldiers wore boots known as Perishing or Trench Boots (named after General John 
Pershing). These boots had metal heals as well as hob nails in them to keep soldiers from 
slipping.  
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PRIMARY SOURCE 

 

THEME:  A Soldier’s Life 
Below are images of Americans who served overseas in France. The first shows men from the 
30th Division, the second are men from the segregated 93rd, and the third are nurses from 
Vanderbilt University. What do you think these soldiers are doing? What do you notice about 
their equipment and the uniforms of the nurses?  What do you think a historian could discover 
from these photographs? 

  

 

 



11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

SECONDARY SOURCE 

 

THEME:  Change and Consequence 
The outbreak of World War I saw worldwide destruction and death on a scale not seen 

before. A large portion of this was due, not only to the amount of nations involved, but to the 
weapons used at the time. The War saw extensive use of machine guns which could fire 
hundreds of rounds per minute. Compare this to weapons used during the American Civil War 
which could only fire a handful of bullets in the same amount of time. Furthermore, submarines 
and airplanes were also used, taking the war to both the air and the sea. 

Another deadly weapon that was used widely during World War I was poisonous gas. 
Poisonous gas was first used on the western front during the Second Battle of Ypres in Belgium. 
While numerous types of chemical weapons were used during World War I, most of these gases 
caused suffocation, vomiting, and burns. Both the Allied and Central Powers used chemical 
weapons during the war, and as a result both sides took measures to defend themselves against 
them.  

 In order to do this, soldiers from both sides carried and wore gas masks during the 
conflict. These masks helped filter the air that soldiers breathed and protected their eyes from 
exposure. However, if soldiers were not warned of gas attacks or did not put on their masks 
quickly, they could still be injured or even killed. Furthermore, some of these harmful chemicals 
could linger in the trenches and cause injury after the initial attack. 

This is why soldiers attempted to warn each other when chemical weapons were fired in their 
direction. This was usually done by one soldier making noise with a rattle to alert other soldiers 
of the danger. 

It is estimated that over 90,000 soldiers died from chemical weapons during the War and 
over one million were injured. 

Ultimately, chemical weapons were deemed to be so terrible, at the end of the War, there were 
efforts to ban their use through the Geneva Protocol of 1925. 
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SECONDARY SOURCE 

 

THEME: Change and Consequence 
 

When War broke out in 1914 across Europe, it was not referred to as World War I at the 
time. Instead, it was referred to as “The Great War.” One reason was because fighting took place 
all over the world. For example, battles were fought in Russia, France, and the Middle East 
between 1914 and 1918. Furthermore, the amount of nations involved in the fighting was also 
large. Instead of a conflict involving two or three nations, “The Great War” was a conflict on a 
scale never seen before. The Allied Powers (or Triple Entente) included nations such as: 
France, Russia, Britain, Serbia, Belgium, Italy, Japan and the United States. On the other side, 
the Central Powers included: The German Empire, the Austria-Hungarian Empire, the Ottoman 
Empire, and Bulgaria. This meant millions of soldiers were engaged in a four year war across the 
world. 

Another name for the War was “The War to End All Wars” or “The War to End War.” This 
may seem like a strange name today, but at the time there were some who believed that the war 
was so terrible and devastating, that there would never be another conflict like it again. 
Unfortunately, today, we know this is not the case. In fact, World War II would begin only a 
little over 20 years later. Some historians have argued that World War I likely set the stage for 
World War II and events that followed during the 20th century. 

For Example: 

1) The Czarist Government in Russia was overthrown and led to the creation of the Soviet 
Union which would last until the end of the 20th century. 
 

2) Germany was devastated economically, and eventually Adolf Hitler, a World War I 
veteran, would rise to power in the 1930’s. 
 

3) The United States would retreat to a period known as “normalcy” or “isolationism”. 

 

4) The Ottoman Empire dissolved, drastically changing the politics and boundaries of the 
Middle East. 
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What we Know What we Want to know What we Learned 
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• What caused the Civil War? 
America Enters the War 

• What caused World War I? 

America Enters the War 

• Why would people from the 
United States choose not to 
fight? 

 

A Soldier’s Life 

• What are some parts of your 
equipment and uniform? 

America Enters the War 

• Why would people from the 
United States choose to 
fight? 

A Soldier’s Life 

• Did soldiers volunteer or 
were they drafted during 
World War I?  

A Soldier’s Life 

• Where did soldiers fight 
during World War I? 
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A Soldier’s Life 

• What would soldiers do for 
fun? 

America Enters the War 

• What role did the United 
States play in the War? 

Change and Consequence 

• What were the consequences 
of World War I? 

A Soldier’s Life 

• Was the Army segregated in 
World War I? 

A Soldier’s Life 

• What new technologies were 
used during World War I? 

America Enters the War 

• What was life like in 
Tennessee during the War? 
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• How did different types of 
technology affect the way 
battles were fought? 

• Write your question here • Write your question here 

• Write your question here • Write your question here 

• What is __________ (ask 
about a piece of equipment or 
the uniform)? 

America Enters the War 

• Did women serve overseas 
during World War I? 

Change and Consequence 

• Why was it called the “Great 
War”? 

A Soldier’s Life 

• Didn’t the soldiers miss their 
families? 

America Enters the War 

• How did families support 
their soldiers from home? 

A Soldier’s Life 

• Why did so many soldiers die 
during World War I? 

A Soldier’s Life 

• What types of weapons did 
the soldiers use? 
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