
 

Connecting with Us 
1. After receiving your confirmation email from us, be on the lookout for a follow up 

“Webex Meeting Invitation” email from our Webex account, which is our web-
conferencing software. If you prefer, follow the directions to add the event to your 
calendar. Make sure to keep this email because it includes your log-in information for 
our digital classroom. 

2. We will also schedule a test connection about a week before our program in order to 
work out any bugs that may come up on either end. This will be scheduled at a date and 
time that is convenient for you.   

3. At our scheduled program time, please click the link included in your “Webex Meeting 
Invitation” email labeled “join the meeting.”  

4. This will take you to the Webex site where you will provide your name and email 
address you gave us on your reservation form. You are now connected with us! 

5. Once you are in our classroom, click “Connect Audio and Video” and we will be able to 
begin class!  

*If you need to use a different web-conferencing program, other than Webex, please contact us 
to make other arrangements.  

Contact Information 

Katie Yenna, Education Outreach Coordinator 
Email: Katie.yenna@tn.gov 
Phone Number: 615-770-5857 
Christopher Grisham, K-12 Education Manager 
Email: Christopher.grisham@tn.gov 
Phone Number: 615-253-0134 
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FOR THE TEACHER 

Thank you for inviting the Tennessee State Museum’s Education Department to be a part of your 
classroom experience.  We are excited to work with your students and contribute a unique and valuable 
educational experience to your curriculum.  

In order to maximize the effectiveness of the Interview with a Historic Figure program, we have 
provided you with activities and materials that can be done in the classroom before, during, and after 
we connect with you.  These activities are designed to prepare the students for our class, keep them 
engaged and organized during the lesson, and provide them with reflection after we leave the 
classroom.  If you end up not having time to review these materials before our session, please be sure 
to at least review the first page of the activity packet so your students will know who they are going 
to interview. We hope that this will help to create an enjoyable and educational experience for your 
students! 

Pre-Visit: 

Materials:  

Several primary and secondary reading samples (these deal with the themes surrounding the 
historical figure that will be discussed during the program), writing prompts, KWL chart 

Goal: 

Students will read over the provided materials critically.  This will not only give the students 
more information on the time in which the historic figure lived, but it will also help encourage 
them to want to learn more about what life was like during their time.  Student’s understanding 
of the passages can be gauged by using the provided writing prompts or in a class discussion led 
by you.  They will then be able to fill out the first two boxes of the KWL chart.  They should be 
able to list several things they already know about the subject being discussed and generate 
thoughtful, targeted questions that they would like to ask during our class. (It will be beneficial 
to have the students generate their questions based on the themes found in the information 
packet. Students can even be grouped together based on the themes.) 

Connecting with Us: 

Materials: 

KWL chart, question cards (included in information packet), note taking section 

Goal: 

Students will use the questions generated on their KWL chart, during the interview, to keep 
their thoughts clear and to ask us thoughtful questions.  As our educator interacts with the 
students and answers questions, your class is welcome to take notes on the new information 



they learn.  If students have trouble coming up with questions, note cards have been provided 
with prepared questions relating to the themes in your packet.  These can be used by the 
teacher, or students, to spark conversation and to help them form any new questions. Please 
only use these cards if your students truly need a little nudge in the right direction.  

Post-Visit: 

Materials: 

KWL chart 

Goal: 

Students will now be able to complete the KWL chart by using the notes they took during the 
interview.  They should also have a better understanding of the time period through the main 
themes discussed and be able to identify the many ways in which everyday life has changed over 
many years.  Students should be able to take this knowledge and write a reaction paper (or blog 
post, etc.) in order to share what they learned with others.  The prewriting sheet included will 
help the students focus their thought process prior to writing. 

Social Studies Standards Met: 

• SSP.01 
• SSP.02 
• SSP.03 
• SSP.04 
• SSP.05 
• 2.32 
• 5.18 
• 5.20 
• 5.23 
• 5.24 
• 5.49 

• AAH.37 
• TN.53 
• US.52 
• US.53 
• US.55 
• US.56 
• US.59 
• US.78 
• W.52 
• W.58 
• W.61 

  



Introduction: 

America fought in World War II from 1941 to 1945, beginning with the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  Many 
Americans on the home front supported the war effort by recycling, buying war bonds, and growing 
vegetables in their victory gardens. Others had gone to work to support the war effort in factories, 
plants, and other supporting industries. Now, you need a more complete understanding of the war and 
the now famous Tennessee city (Oak Ridge, TN), but in order to do this you need to talk to someone 
who knows more. Today, you have a unique opportunity to interview a museum educator about life as a 
Clinton Engineer Works employee in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. She has much to tell you about their 
experience so listen up! 

Read on to discover what life was like for these people in order to begin forming your questions for 
them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          
       



PRIMARY SOURCE 

 

THEME: Patriotism and Contribution 
These images show billboards that were placed throughout the Oak Ridge Facilities. What do 
they say about individual contribution, and the nature of work at Oak Ridge? 

    

    

              



PRIMARY SOURCE 

 

THEME: Patriotism and Contribution 
This is an excerpt taken from the written memories of Oak Ridge resident Margaret “Peggy” 
Dickson, who was a child during the war. What does the dedication to rationing, war bonds, 
and even the dedication to security say about the values of Oak Ridge Residents? How does 
this relate to people in other areas of the state or country?  

 

“I remember the government selling War Bonds and Stamps. The stamps started at a price 
of 10 cents and 25 cents up to $5.00. I did not have much spending money but I could afford 
a stamp or two a week. These stamps were put in a book until the book was filled which 
was worth $18.75 and could be traded for a $25.00 bond at the bank or post office. Secrecy 
was of the utmost important in Oak Ridge. We wore buttons that said, “A slip of the lip may 
sink a ship”… The children of Oak Ridge each decided what they were making in Oak Ridge. 
I thought they must be making Hershey Bars, because good chocolate was unavailable, it all 
went to the men in service. Rationing was in full force during this time. Gasoline cards, 
sugar, and shoe stamps were issued. Mother rode the bus to Grove Center to buy groceries. 
She had to stand in separate lines for each item like cigarettes and meat. Coffee was very 
scarce. Butter was so scarce that and they came out with oleomargarine. The oleo we 
bought was white and included was a package of yellow coloring to mix with the oleo and 
make it yellow. We were allowed to buy 2 pair of shoes a year. For the duration of World 
War II, a large allotment of the shoe materials went to the service men… I remember what a 
thrill it was to have silk stockings. My grandfather received a gasoline ration card. There 
was no shortage of gasoline, but the rubber for the car tires was used by the military and 
unavailable, so they rationed the mileage you used with gas rationing. Cards for gas were 
issued according to each persons needs. During this time they started recapping tires to 
make them last longer. A lot of people had a “Victory Garden” to grow their own food, but in 
Oak Ridge I don’t remember anyone with one. Everyone had small lots and probably not 
the best soil after developing this land for the Manhattan Project.” 

 

Margaret “Peggy” Nancy Dickson  
"Memories of Oak Ridge, Tennessee During World War II" 

 



SECONDARY SOURCE 

 

THEME:  Patriotism and Contribution 
How do you think these excerpts from City Behind a Fence and The Girls from Atomic City, 
discussing the tight security in Oak Ridge, relate to themes of patriotism and contribution?  

 

“Most interesting, however, was an arrangement established by security agent wherein 
reservation residents and other employees watched each other. The induction procedure 
was simple and standard. A project employee would be contacted by intelligence and called 
in for an interview at an office on the reservation. Once there, and intelligence officer would 
simply remind the selected individual that operations at Oak Ridge were of major 
importance to the war effort and that tight security was an absolute necessity; the officer 
would then request the employee’s assistance in the security effort. The new operative was 
pledged to secrecy and asked merely, in the course of their normal daily activities, to be 
sensitive to suspicious actions, apparent security breaks, or other matters which might be 
of interest to intelligence forces.”  

Charles W. Johnson and Charles O. Jackson 
City Behind a Fence: Oak Ridge Tennessee 1942-1946, 150 

 

 

“Americans were making do everywhere. Everyone was rationing, volunteering at the USO, 
waiting for sweethearts and sons to come home. But not every American was enduring 
those hardships while managing round-the-clock work schedules and living behind armied 
gates amid legions of rumored informants. The result made for a potent mix of anxiety and 
inspiration for some: the anxiety of not knowing, of being watched, of worrying you might 
say something out of turn, and the inspiration to stay on the job and do it well, because 
whatever you were working on was going to help end the war. That much you knew, that 
much you had been promised. But drive and goals were not enough to keep some spirits 
buoyed. Morale, though often boosted by patriotic duty, remained vulnerable to the strain 
of daily life.”  

Denise Kiernan 
The Girls of Atomic City, 134 



PRIMARY SOURCE 

 

THEME:  Daily Life and Work 
This is a portion of a conversation from an interview with Ruth Huddleston discussing her 
work at Oak Ridge as a “Calutron Girl,” operating the machines that separated uranium 
isotope. Read below to find out what it was like to work at an Oak Ridge plant.  

“Huddleston: I started working at Oak Ridge. That was when I became a cubicle operator, 
that’s what we called it, but now it’s a “Calutron girl.” This was quite an experience. It was 
different from anything I had ever done, but it was an experience…. First thing they said, 
they told us that we were all supposed to leave everything that happened there. We didn’t 
tell anybody what we did. They meant it. They told us the consequences, the fines, and if 
they caught us doing something, you would be automatically discharged. Of course, if you 
wanted to stay you better do that, too…they took us to this room, and it was filled with 
what we called cubicles. That was a big apparatus. It was metal. It had all kinds of gauges 
and meters, all that you had to learn to operate. They told us when it got out of hand, if it 
went over too far to the right, we had to adjust it to get it back where it’s supposed to be. It 
went too far to the left, we had to adjust it. Sometimes you couldn’t adjust it. Sometimes 
you just had to sit there and fool with it. But if you couldn’t, we had a supervisor to come 
and help us. We both called him, and he came and helped us – or she came. Sometimes you 
had to shut it down. But we weren’t supposed to tell anybody that we operated those at any 
time. If anybody asked you what you did over there, we just—I never did answer them, 
really, because I didn’t know, really.  

Weisenberg: When you were at the cubicle, were you just sitting on a stool during your 
shift? 

Huddleston: A stool, yes. You had to sit there all day. You didn’t get off too much except to 
go to the bathroom or to get your drink, because you were afraid to leave it. Just like that it 
was “out of order,” we would call it. 

Weisenberg: How long were your shifts? 

Huddleston: Oh, eight hours. We worked rotating shifts, 7:00 to 3:00 and 3:00 to 11:00 
and 11:00 to 7:00. We rotated all the time. Sometimes, we worked more than eight hours, 
especially the last. 

Weisenberg: Did anyone explain to you why you were working the extra hours? 



Huddleston: No. They just asked us how many of us would be available to work extra 
hours and everybody was available on my shifts. I think that Ray [Smith] told me there was 
22,000 of us on all different shifts. 

Weisenberg: Do you remember how many other women would be working with you at the 
same time? 

Huddleston: You mean in that one room? 

Weisenberg: Yeah. 

Huddleston: There was about twenty of us or thirty of us, I don’t remember for sure. I 
don’t know if I ever counted them really. You just got your place and stayed there.” 

 

Oral Interview of Ruth Huddleston by Nathaniel Weisenberg 
  Voices of the Manhattan Project 

 

 

Most workers in Oak Ridge, like Ruth, had no idea what they were working on and were not 
allowed to discuss any details of their work with anyone. Despite this, many workers found 
everyday motivation in the superior pay, and the knowledge that they were contributing to 
the war effort. What do you think were some of the challenges faced by the residents of Oak 
Ridge when trying to keep a secret like this from friends and family?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRIMARY SOURCE 
 

THEME:  Daily Life and Work 

These images show daily life at Oak Ridge. What do you think they say about living there? 

            

             

             



PRIMARY SOURCE 
 

THEME:  Daily Life and Work 

Not only was Oak Ridge a city, but it was also a segregated city. Compare the images of the white and 
black facilities. Though nearly everyone dealt with shortages and war time rationing, many services that 
were available to whites, were unavailable to African Americans.  

 

     

Dance Halls 

          

Housing 

 

 



          

Dining Halls 

 

Public Restrooms 

Though some African Americans brought complaints over the lack of proper housing and 
facilities at Oak Ridge, the official in charge of construction ultimately reasoned away the 
need for better housing. He claimed these complaints were unfounded because, as he led 
people to believe, blacks were more “comfortable” in lower quality housing. He used racial 
assumptions to justify building more white, higher quality housing instead of using 
resources to improve black housing. After the war, many African Americans stayed in Oak 
Ridge, and rebuilt their own communities. In 1954, when the Brown v. Board of 
Education decision was made, the city followed suit and desegregated their schools in 
1955. Oak Ridge was one of the first cities in the South to desegregate. 



SECONDARY SOURCE 
 
THEME:  Daily Life and Work 
These entries from The Girls of Atomic City and City Behind a Fence, discuss segregation and 
the housing conditions of African American residents at Oak Ridge. What do these sources say 
about African American women and men’s living situation? 

 

“A flashlight moved across Kattie’s sleeping face. It was the guard again, coming into 
Kattie’s hut. They were allowed, it seemed, to come in almost whenever they wanted… 
Guards were a very regular presence in the black hutments and always stationed outside 
“the Pen” [a fenced in area meant to keep black women separate from whites]- the name 
Kattie, her friend Katie Mahone, and other women who lived in the black female hutment 
area had taken to calling their little corner of CEW [Clinton Engineer Works]. Katie had 
noticed it when she first arrived, the barbed wire. High, tall fencing with barbed wire 
separated the women’s hutment area from the men’s, which was across a ditch and up a bit 
of a grade… Black and white construction workers and some GIs lived in hutments, but no 
white women lived there. The hutments remained, no matter one’s marital status, earnings, 
or seniority, the only housing for black workers.” 

 

Denise Kiernan 
The Girls of Atomic City, 90-91 

 

“At the time the town site was begun, plans called for a “Negro Village” that, while 
segregated from housing for whites, at least according to official Corps correspondence, 
was to be comprised of much of the same type of housing provided to whites… The 
proposed black community never became a reality, however. Under heavy pressure for 
additional white housing, the Army convinced itself that a black village could wait… At any 
rate, housing facilities in this area were soon greatly expanded, and the location became a 
forth white neighborhood known as “East Village.”  

 

Charles W. Johnson and Charles O. Jackson 
City Behind a Fence: Oak Ridge Tennessee 1942-1946, 22 

 



PRIMARY SOURCE 

 

THEME:  Change and Consequence 
After the atomic bomb was released, President Harry Truman addressed the nation with this 
press release on August 6, 1945.  

“Sixteen hours ago an American airplane dropped one bomb on Hiroshima, and destroyed 
its usefulness to the enemy. That bomb had more power than 20,000 tons of T.N.T. It had 
more than two thousand times the blast power of the British “Grand Slam” which is the 
largest bomb ever yet used in the history of warfare… It is an atomic bomb… We now have 
two great plants and many lesser works devoted to the production of atomic power. 
Employment during peak construction numbered 125,000 and over 65,000 individuals are 
even now engaged in operating the plants. Many have worked there for two and half years. 
Few know what they have been producing…  The Secretary of War, who has kept in 
personal touch with all phases of the project, will immediately make public a statement 
giving further details. His statement will give facts concerning the sites at Oak Ridge near 
Knoxville, Tennessee, and at Richland near Pasco, Washington, and an installation near 
Santa Fe, New Mexico…under the present circumstances it is not intended to divulge the 
technical processes of production or all the military applications, pending further 
examination of possible methods of protecting us and the rest of the world from danger of 
sudden destruction… I shall give further consideration and make further recommendations 
to the Congress as to how atomic power can become a powerful and forceful influence 
towards the maintenance of world peace.” 

 

Based on this initial press release, what do you think was the understanding of the atomic 
bomb and how do you think Oak Ridge workers reacted?  

A few days later, a second atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, Japan, on August 9, 1945. 
Japan surrendered within a week of the bombing of their city. Do you think the Oak Ridge 
residents all reacted the same way to the news of the atomic bomb, and their own 
participation in creating it? Do you think they felt any differently once they learned it helped 
end World War II?   

 

  



PRIMARY SOURCE 
 
THEME:  Change and Consequence 
These are images of Hiroshima after the dropping of the atomic bomb in 1945. Compare the 
pre and post bombing aerial map of Hiroshima, Japan and other images of Hiroshima after 
the dropping of the bomb. What are the global implications of a weapon of this magnitude?  
 

 

Hiroshima Before the Bombing 

 

Hiroshima After the Bombing 



 

 

First Explosion of an Atomic Bomb During Testing:  
Trinity Test, July 16, 1945 

 

 

Hiroshima Ruins After the Bombing.  
The small, domed building is now the Hiroshima Peace Memorial. 



 

Hiroshima After the Bombing 

 

Hiroshima After the Bombing 



PRIMARY SOURCE 

 

THEME:  Change and Consequence 
 

Watch this public safety video that was shown to children in 1951, only a few years after the 
atomic bomb was dropped. The war was over, why do you think they made these videos, or felt 
like they were important?  

Duck and Cover (1951) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKqXu-5jw60 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKqXu-5jw60


 

SECONDARY SOURCE 
 
THEME: Change and Consequence  
 
This excerpt from the Tennessee Encyclopedia describes the changes in Oak Ridge, and its 
continued operations following the end of World War II. What do you think were some of the 
challenges in Oak Ridge transitioning from a government to civilian town?  
 

“From the earliest days of the project, the assumption had been that the Manhattan Project 
was a temporary, wartime endeavor that would be closed with the return of peace. At war’s 
end, some employees promptly packed up and returned to their former lives or made plans 
for new opportunities. Others lingered, though, interested in the announcement by Colonel 
Kenneth D. Nichols, the ranking army officer on the reservation, that the project would 
continue for at least the immediate future… 

In the years following the war, the town became more “civilian-looking” as occupants 
painted their homes a variety of colors, Southern Bell took over the operation of the 
telephone company, and the guard/police force changed uniforms from khaki to blue. In 
1949 the gates came down; by the 1950s houses were made available for sale, first to those 
who occupied them, and then to others. The heritage of cultural activities begun by the 
earliest Oak Ridgers continued to enrich the life of the community through a myriad of civic 
organizations, the playhouse, the symphony, the ballet company, the community band, and 
a variety of concert series. 

With the increasing tensions of the Cold War and the inability of the nation to place nuclear 
weapons under international control or to eliminate them altogether, Oak Ridge and other 
facilities of the former Manhattan Project continued to be of vital importance to the 
nation’s defense. But research in nuclear power, radioisotopes, and other aspects of nuclear 
medicine became a more significant part of the research and development work in Oak 
Ridge.”  

 

 

  



 

SECONDARY SOURCE 

 

THEME: Change and Consequence  
This passage from The Atomic Bomb and the Origins of the Cold War, discusses the ripple 
effect of tensions after World War II in relation to the atomic bomb. What rational does the 
passage say is behind U.S. and Russian relations and how is it related to the atomic bomb? 

 

“The bomb… plays a starring role in the political, cultural, and social history of the 
contemporary era— a period coterminous with history’s last great-power rivalry, the Cold 
War of 1945-91. When we think of the diplomatic history of that era, the bomb features as 
a blunt, fearsome tool: a brutal means of ending the Second World War, and then of 
deterring war between the United States and the Soviet Union. It was an object of 
statecraft, a grim means of pursuing national ends.  

It was that, but we mean to suggest here that it also played a more active role. As the 
United States and the Soviet Union began to regard each other as potential rivals during the 
latter part of the Second World War and the tense months afterward, the bomb- or, to put it 
more accurately the implications of a war fought with it- had a kind of independent effect 
on the attitudes of American and Russian leaders. It led American leaders such as Roosevelt 
and Truman to reconsider the notion that the United States would naturally lead the 
postwar world into an era of permanent peace. It lead the Soviet leader Stalin to develop an 
acute fear for Russia’s postwar welfare, not so much because of what the Americans had 
done, or what they intended, but because of what they had. The miserable prospect of an 
atomic war, made vivid by witnesses to the destruction wrought at Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, led many to demand that the nations of the world band together and form the 
international government necessary to prevent another world war that would surely doom 
civilization. Yet the shadow of the bomb pushed both the United States and the Soviet 
Union in the opposite direction.”  

 

Craig Campbell and Sergy Radchenko, 
The Atomic Bomb and the Origins of the Cold War, ix-x



 

 

   

What we Know What we Want to know What we Learned 



 
 

 

  

• What caused the Civil War? 

Initial Questions 

• What were they making at 
Oak Ridge/Clinton Engineer 
Works? 

Change and Consequence  

• What were the worker’s 
reactions to the dropping of 
the bomb at Oak Ridge? 

 

Initial Questions 

• How many people worked at 
this factory? 

Initial Questions 

• What were their duties at 
Oak Ridge/Clinton Engineer 
Works? 

Change and Consequence 

• What happened to Oak Ridge 
after the end of the war? 

Change and Consequence 

• What does Oak Ridge have to 
do with the Cold War?  

 



 
  

Daily Life and Work 

• How much did the employees 
know about the part they 
played in creating the bomb? 

Daily Life and Work 

• What did Clinton Engineer 
Works/Oak Ridge look like? 

Daily Life and Work 

• Who worked at Oak Ridge? 

Patriotism and Contribution 

• Why were people willing to 
work at Oak Ridge in the 
first place? 

Daily Life and Work 

• How fast did Oak Ridge grow 
after people started arriving 
there to work? 

Patriotism and Contribution 

• What did people think they 
were making at Oak Ridge? 



 
 

• How did different types of 
technology affect the way 
battles were fought? 

• Write your question here 

• What is __________ (ask 
about a piece of equipment or 
the uniform)? 

Patriotism and Contribution 

• Why was security so tight at 
Oak Ridge/What were some 
of the security precautions? 

Patriotism and Contribution 

• Did anyone ever get in 
trouble for saying things 
about what they did at Oak 
Ridge to outsiders? 

Daily Life and Work 

• What did employees do for 
fun at Oak Ridge? 

Patriotism and Contribution 

• What were War Bonds, and 
how did they help the war 
effort? 

Daily Life and Work 

• Why was Clinton Engineer 
Works segregated? 

Change and Consequence 

• How did Oak Ridge 
contribute to making the 
atomic bomb? 



 
  

Use the table below to take notes during our class. You will want to write down the things that surprised 
you while talking to the museum educator. It is divided into themes to help keep your ideas organized. 

 
 
 
 
 

Patriotism and 
Contribution 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Daily Life and Work 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Change and 
Consequence 
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